MEM Department of Mathematics
Box 668, McMurry Station

Abilene, Tx 79697
MMURRY

UNIVERSITY

Department of Mathematics SMAB Update September, 5, 200

The Spring 20DKME initiation banquetvas held ahmandd a
Restaurantand Cantina

The invited speaker wadr. Jed Taylor. Jed earnadBachelor of

Science Degree in Mathematiesrih McMurry Universityandrecently

aMasters Degree in Civil Enginegy from Texas Tech University. Mr.

¢ &f 2 Ndvblved fesedrdh &n Concrete Beam8S RQa o0 NR (1 KS
Jacob Taylor also graduated from McMurry University with a degree in
Mathematics Jacob is teaching high school math and physics in

Virginia.
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FiveMcMurry studentsKaitlyn BarnhillStormye CalhourJustin Eddy
Matthew Montross, and Heather Whiteheadkre inducted into KME
mathematics honor society.he 20@ KME officers werepresident,Vic
Vaughanvice presidentJeanette SchofieldSecretaryHeather Dills
and Treasurerkosa Ledezma

Themembers of theDepartment of Mathematics attended the
sectional meeting of the Mathematical Association of Americda@th
TexasStae University. Twostudents,Jeanette Schofieldnd Michael
Luvall alsoattended themeeting. Jeanette Schofield presented a
student paperat the MAA meetingaind Michael Luvall presented a
posterat the McMurry studentpostercompetitionin the spring

The Spring 2@graduates in the mathematics were:

Rigoberto Castaned&ummaCum Laude, B.S. Mathematics
Stephanie GrahanCum LaudeB.S. MathematicEducation &2
Rosa Ledezm®.S. Mathematic&ducation 812

Renna SigalJd.S. MathematicEduation 812

Every member of the mathematics departmeasia representative o
sponsor of one or moracademic or socialubs (Kappa Mu Epsilon,
Math Club, Theta Chi Lambd#&i Phi, Gamma Sig, McMurry

2 2 YS QY.
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Rigoberto G. Castanedaceived Departmental Honors in Mamatics.
RigbertoQa (G KSaiAa ¢la SyiuAldt SR a! aAy3
a |l 0 KS Y. Hs dogleted his thesis under thdrdction of Dr.

McCourfmajor thesis advisorDr. Flores and Ms. Melody Roper

Jeanette Schofield is working on her thasisler the direction of Dr.
Cindy Martin (major thesis advis@ahd Dr.Mark Thornburg A link to
all honas theses in mathematics is located at:
http://csl.mcm.edu/mathdept/student.htm
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During the month of Jun2009 Webvanna, a computer science

summer camp wasdid for middle school students. The students were
introduced to programming in Alice and Python, Cryptography,

[ 2YLIzG SN I I NRgI NBX 2So6LJ3IS 5Saradys
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The first three campers to decrypt an affteacrypted message were
given a pize. Michael Anthony Davis Arp (center) won first prize with a
letter perfect decryption of the encrypted message. Michael Adams
(left) and Amanda Estrada (right) tied for second prize decrypting the
encrypted message to within one letter of perfection.

McMurry faculty and students from Computer Science, Math, and
Physics participated in the Webvanna summer camp. Jeanette
Schofield organizethe Webvanna summer camp.
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McM 101 has experienced a major overhaul and is now called
OELISRAGAZ2Y &Y aOa dzNNEsGaow@iwdBolr | ST NJ
course that is requirefbr all new first year studentsThe course is
centered dout a common readingThe common reading for this year

is a book written by Warren St. John called Outcasts United: A Refugee
Team, an American TowrT.here are 22 different sections being offdre
this semester.Each section in addition the regular academic work will
be participating in a service project in coordination with the
International Rescue Committee (IROy.. Cynthia Martin of the Math
department serves on the Planning Committee asda instructor for

the new course. Dr. Mark Thornburg is also an instructor for the

course.

During the Spring 2009 Drs. Cindy Martin (Mathematics), Pam Veltkamp
(Chemistry), and Wayne Keith (Physics) launched the first project of
alah{¢Y aOadzNNEQa /SYGSNJI F2NJ aAraaAh
Technology.The first project was in partnership witlyde High

School. Through a new course that was launched this Spring called
Leadership in Science and Mathematics, McMurry students, under the
guidance of the above mentioned faculty developed a curriculum to

help high school students have better scoossthe Science portion of

the TAKS examModel rocketswvere usedas the basis of themproved
curriculum. MCMOST facultyworked with 3 different Science TAKS
classes at Clyde H.S. and implemented the 8 day curriculum in each of
those classes.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dr. KellyL..McCoun
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