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Department of Mathematics SMAB Update           September, 15, 2009 
 
The Spring 2009 KME initiation banquet was held at AmandaΩǎ 
Restaurant and Cantina.   

 
The invited speaker was Mr. Jed Taylor.  Jed earned a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Mathematics from McMurry University and recently 
a Masters Degree in Civil Engineering from Texas Tech University.  Mr. 
¢ŀȅƭƻǊΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ involved research on Concrete Beams.  WŜŘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ 
Jacob Taylor also graduated from McMurry University with a degree in 
Mathematics.   Jacob is teaching high school math and physics in 
Virginia.  
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Five McMurry students, Kaitlyn Barnhill, Stormye Calhoun, Justin Eddy, 
Matthew Montross, and Heather Whitehead were inducted into KME 
mathematics honor society. The 2009 KME officers were:  president, Vic 
Vaughan; vice president, Jeanette Schofield; Secretary, Heather Dills; 
and Treasurer, Rosa Ledezma.    
 
The members of the Department of Mathematics attended the 
sectional meeting of the Mathematical Association of America at North 
Texas State University.  Two students, Jeanette Schofield and Michael 
Luvall  also attended the meeting.  Jeanette Schofield presented a 
student paper at the MAA meeting and Michael Luvall presented a 
poster at the McMurry student poster competition in the spring.    
 
 The Spring 2009 graduates in the mathematics were: 
 
Rigoberto Castaneda, Summa Cum Laude,  B.S. Mathematics 
Stephanie Graham, Cum Laude,  B.S. Mathematics Education 8-12 
Rosa Ledezma, B.S. Mathematics Education 8-12 
Renna Sigala, B.S. Mathematics Education 8-12 
 
Every member of the mathematics department is a representative or 
sponsor of one or more academic or social clubs  (Kappa Mu Epsilon, 
Math Club,  Theta Chi Lambda, Pi Phi, Gamma Sigma, McMurry 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎΩ Club).    
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Rigoberto G. Castaneda received Departmental Honors in Mathematics.   
RigobertoΩǎ ǘƘŜǎƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά¦ǎƛƴƎ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎŀƭ /ƛǇƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ {ŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 
aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎέ.  He completed his thesis under the direction of Dr. 
McCoun(major thesis advisor), Dr. Flores, and Ms. Melody Roper. 
 
Jeanette Schofield is working on her thesis under the direction of Dr. 
Cindy Martin (major thesis advisor) and Dr. Mark Thornburg.   A link to 
all honors theses in mathematics is located at:  
http://cs1.mcm.edu/mathdept/student.htm 

http://cs1.mcm.edu/mathdept/student.htm
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During the month of June 2009, Webvanna, a computer science 
summer camp was held for middle school students.  The students were 
introduced to programming in Alice and Python, Cryptography, 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜΣ ²ŜōǇŀƎŜ 5ŜǎƛƎƴΣ aƻƻǊŜΩǎ [ŀǿΣ ŀƴŘ wƻŎƪŜǘǊȅΦ   
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The first three campers to decrypt an affine-encrypted message were 
given a prize.  Michael Anthony Davis Arp (center) won first prize with a 
letter perfect decryption of the encrypted message.  Michael Adams 
(left) and Amanda Estrada (right) tied for second prize decrypting the 
encrypted message to within one letter of perfection.  
    

 
 
McMurry faculty and students from Computer Science, Math, and 
Physics participated in the Webvanna summer camp.  Jeanette 
Schofield organized the Webvanna summer camp. 
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McM 101 has experienced a major overhaul and is now called 
9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΥ aŎaǳǊǊȅΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ¸ŜŀǊ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊΦ  This is now a two hour 
course that is required for all new first year students.  The course is 
centered about a common reading.  The common reading for this year 
is a book written by Warren St. John called Outcasts United: A Refugee 
Team, an American Town.  There are 22 different sections being offered 
this semester.  Each section in addition the regular academic work will 
be participating in a service project in coordination with the 
International Rescue Committee (IRC).  Dr. Cynthia Martin of the Math 
department serves on the Planning Committee and as an instructor for 
the new course.   Dr. Mark Thornburg is also an instructor for the 
course.   
 
During the Spring 2009 Drs. Cindy Martin (Mathematics), Pam Veltkamp 
(Chemistry), and Wayne Keith (Physics) launched the first project of 
a/ah{¢Υ aŎaǳǊǊȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ aƛǎǎƛƻƴ hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǳǎƛƴƎ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Technology.  The first project was in partnership with Clyde High 
School.  Through a new course that was launched this Spring called 
Leadership in Science and Mathematics, McMurry students, under the 
guidance of the above mentioned faculty developed a curriculum to 
help high school students have better scores on the Science portion of 
the TAKS exam.   Model rockets were used as the basis of the improved 
curriculum.  MCMOST faculty worked with 3 different Science TAKS 
classes at Clyde H.S. and implemented the 8 day curriculum in each of 
those classes.   
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Dr. Kelly L. McCoun 


